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30 – 25 – 20 + an elevator
On April the MVTM held a party to

celebrate the 9th Anniversary of the MVTM, the
25th Anniversary of the Friends of the MVTM,
and the 20th Anniversary of Fibrefest (coming
up on September 12 & 13, 2015).  We also
wanted to thank the Federal Government’s
Department of Canadian Heritage and the
Trillium Foundation for making it possible for
us to install an elevator and other accessibility
features in the museum.  Some very special
guests came to the party including Mississippi
Mills Mayor Shawn McLaughlin, Carleton-
Mississippi Mills MPP Jack McLaren, Trillium
Foundation Director Dr. Louise Heslop, and our
remaining founder of the MVTM Gerry
Wheatley.

Annual General Meeting for 2014
by:  Nancy Giardino

The AGM for 2014 was held at the Museum
on Thursday, March 26, 2015. Board of
Directors President, Kathy Priddle, welcomed
members, guests, and all who attended,
including our guest speaker Tiffany McLaren.

Kathy highlighted some of the outstanding
2014 accomplishments including the accessibility
improvements, the launch of several educational
programs, the provision of exceptional exhibits,
especially “Reiko Sudo + NUNO”, and the
excellent start at ensuring our future by opening a
Foundation account with the Community
Foundation of Ottawa.

Financial statements prepared by Kelly
Huibers McNeely of Carleton Place were
presented to the membership. Jeanette Scott,
Treasurer, reported that 2014 was a very
successful year for the museum. Debts have been
repaid, the elevator and other accessibility features
were installed, the track lighting was completed
and the Millworkers’ Learning Centre has opened
for workshops and meetings. Partnerships have
been formed with The Palms and other local
businesses. Fibrefest enjoyed its most profitable
year ever. Fundraising will remain our priority
into 2015, because in spite of a very successful
year, we did finish about $5 000 in the red.

The Board of Directors will include Kathy
Priddle, Carolyn Gibbs, Nancy Giardino, Jeanette
Scott, Gretta Bradley and Jill McCubbin. Leaving
the Board are Barb Dickson and Bernard
Cameron, both of whom will be greatly missed.
Alan Jones remains our Past President and Uta
Riccius joins the Board for 2015.

In addition to “Reiko Sudo + NUNO”, the
museum hosted “Transformation” by Maggie
Glossop and Andrea Graham, “Collaborations” by
Jean Down, Pattie Dolan and Roberta Murrant,
“Naked in the Kitchen” by Photography Matters
Group, and “Rock and Roll + Pop” by Michele
Provost and Judy Dougherty.

Over 3 000 volunteer hours were tallied by a
dedicated group of people working at the
reception window and in the Gift Shop,
conducting tours, welcoming visitors, maintaining
cleanliness, filing, typing, doing press releases,
etc. Without our volunteers Fibrefest and Soup for
Thought would not be the terrific successes they
are. 

In 2014 the MVTM had a total of 324
members and 5,666 visitors. Our total revenue was
$207 475, total expense was $213 229, and net
income was -$5,754. Access to the museum
website continued to increase drawing more than
10,000 visits per month. So all in all, the MVTM
celebrated a successful and purposeful year.

mailto:info@mvtm.ca
http://www.mvtm.ca


Portraits of Owen from Carl Stewart’s “belated” exhibit

President Kathy Priddle, curator Michael Rikley-Lancaster
and textile artist Carl Stewart

A “belated” Birthday Masterwork
Carl Stewart is a weaver and textile artist currently living

in Ottawa. He was born and raised on Prince Edward Island,
and when he was five years old his three-year-old brother,
Owen, was struck and killed by a car.

Since Owen’s death, more than forty years ago, certain
objects associated with him have taken on an iconic status in
Stewart’s family: a wooden toy, a pair of baby shoes, but
particularly, a photograph. The photograph was included in
Christmas cards sent the same year he died. It was trimmed
with gold tinsel and given pride of place on the Christmas
tree each year. It sits on Carl Stewart’s shelf. “For me, being
so young when he died, Owen is almost more an idea than a
person”, Stewart says. “He could almost exist as some kind
of construct of memory.”

November 14, 2006, would have been Owen’s fortieth
birthday. Forty is a milestone, marking the halfway. To
honour his brother’s memory and to celebrate his birthday,
Stewart created “belated”, a series of forty portraits based on
the iconic family photograph. On April 21, 2015, “belated”
opened in the Norah Rosamond Hughes Gallery at the
MVTM. The first group of twenty, “icon”, is a series of
intricate hand-woven portraits inspired by Warhol’s “Mao”,

one of the most iconic images of the late 20th century. The
colours are joyous, almost child-like in their combinations.
The second group of twenty, “memoria”, is a series of cross-
stitched portraits beginning with navy-on-white and working
through a gradation of progressively lighter colours to a final
white-on-white portrait. “The cotton fabric I use for cross-
stitch is heavily sized and rigid”, says Stewart, “so it can be
manipulated almost like paper. I exploit these properties in
the fabric to fold, crease and crumple some of the finished
portraits suggesting the fragility and fallibility of memory. 
Did that happen or not? Am I remembering right? When it
comes to memory, is there a wrong way to remember?”

“belated” runs from April 21 to June 27, 2015.

Art Is Alive at ADHS
The MVTM was delighted to host this year’s art show for

Almonte District High School on May 22 to 24. The show
focused on work by the school’s senior students, most of
whom have been studying art for all four years at ADHS.
While featuring their latest works, the show includes earlier
pieces illustrating their development over that time. Also in
the show are works by some outstanding younger artists at
ADHS in grades 9 and 10. Bill Treusch, art instructor at
ADHS since 1982, is very proud of this group and
emphasizes that he teaches technique, and that the innate
creativity is all their own. Pencil drawings, detailed oil
pastels, plaster sculptures and large murals produced with
latex house paint were all showcased in the Norah Rosamond
Hughes Gallery. It was such a pleasure for the museum to
host these talented young artists, and we hope to do it again
in 2016!

Curator’s Report
by: Michael Rikley-Lancaster
“The Nuts and Bolts of the Museum”

Each year the museum plans to take on exciting projects.
We are coming to the end of a five year strategic plan on
upgrading and conserving our physical plant, a National
Historic Site. This year, 2015, we will be doing the following
major repairs:

1. Conduct a conservation test on the interior plaster
walls of the Norah Rosamond Hughes Gallery at a
cost of $3,600.

2. Paint the windows of the original office back to its
original colours at a cost of $2,700.

3. Replace emergency exit doors in the Norah Rosamond
Hughes Gallery and Wool Hall Gallery at a cost of
$12,000.

The cost of this work totals $18,300.
We also need to raise funds for a new computer for me at

an amount of $2,000, and we
need $35,000 for general operations. We would not be able
to do any of these exciting projects without your continued
and very much appreciated support.



Fabric Sale!

Friends of the MVTM Report
by: Nancy Giardino

Once again the Friends have
been busy around the Museum
throughout the winter and into
spring. We have been collecting
recipes for the upcoming MVTM
Cookbook to be published later
this year. Our Vesey Spring Bulb
campaign and our Spring Tea at
the Museum were recent
fundraisers. On June 6th, 10 am to

2 pm, the Friends will hold a “Fabric Flea Market” at the
museum. Fabrics of every kind and description will be on
sale at very reasonable prices. We also have lots of buttons,
lace, trims, beads, and gently used quilting magazines for
sale. Watch for our ad in the June edition of the humm, and
we will see you at the fabric flea market!

The Friends catered the Annual General Meeting, the
receptions for “Hooked on Rugs” and “belated” as well as
the ribbon cutting ceremony for the new elevator.

This year the Friends celebrate our 25th anniversary.
We are planning a little celebration to mark our longevity
which will, of course, include food!

Attention MVTM Members! We surely could use a
few more Friends! Why not come
to one of our meetings and check us out? We meet the first
Wednesday of each month, 9:30 am, at the museum. No
Friends meeting is complete without fresh tea and coffee
and baked goods. For information call Nancy at 613-461-
0448.

Fabric Sale at the Textile Museum

Calling all quilters, crafters and seamstresses for an
event that you will not want to miss! On Saturday, June 6,
2015, from 10 am to 2 pm, the Friends of the MVTM are
holding a fabric flea market fundraiser. Fabric donations
from countless sources will load the tables. Most pieces are
measured and tagged, making it easy to sort through for
your own fabulous fibre finds. Prices are unbeatable, and

the selection is amazing. Patterns, magazines, lace, yarn,
buttons and felt are all there for you too. MVTM members,
please come out, have fun and support the museum on
Saturday, June 6, 10 am to 2 pm. For information call 613-
256-3754.

How to Increase Museum Attendance
Curator Michael Rikley-Lancaster shared two articles

at the May meeting of the Board of Directors: “How to
Increase Museum Attendance” and “The Particular Puzzles
of Being a Small Museum” by Geraldine Fabrikant writing
for the New York Times.

Our Museum would not survive without volunteers. I
am so proud that this year our volunteer Nancy Giardino
was awarded the Mississippi Mills Cultural Volunteerism
Award presented at the Young awards in May of 2015.
“Nancy’s love of crafts led her to the Mississippi Valley
Textile Museum, where to this day you can find her
embroidered handmade bags in the gift shop. She has been
an active member of the Friends of the Museum for 16
years, as well as Secretary of the Board of Directors.  No
event happens without Nancy behind her camera gathering
information for the newsletter for which she is largely
responsible.  Nancy has volunteered countless hours to the
museum, from welcoming guests, to office work, kitchen
duties and even cleaning the galleries. Her family declares
the MVTM is Nancy’s second home!” Glenda Jones
“Nancy has declared her volunteer work is good for her
soul, and at the end of the day, she wouldn’t have it any
other way.  Her selfless contributions to her community
have enriched everyone she meets. We’re all winners with
Nancy around.” Glenda Jones. I could not be more proud
of your contributions. CONGRATULATIONS Nancy!!!

Small museums like the MVTM are constantly
challenged to raise funds to keep the doors open and
provide exciting and current exhibitions and programming.
Small museums in robust tourist areas are far less
vulnerable to economic pressures than most small
museums. A museum is not as essential as trash collection
or utilities, so may fall victim to budget cutbacks.
Expanding public programs, attracting more paying
visitors, and providing exceptional exhibits are part of the
puzzle. Taking the show “on the road”, having an artist in
residence, and attracting younger audiences will make a
museum more visible. We wish the museum could be free
for everyone, but with costs going up and budgets limited
that just is not possible. Rethinking fundraising and
marketing, using social media to build an online
community, and using the museum space for lectures,
public events and films, are all ways to increase museum
attendance. 

The MVTM sees local community needs as a priority.
We want to be a community resource and meeting place.
As a member of the MVTM you have personalized access
to the museum, you receive four newsletters a year, you are
invited to the opening receptions for new exhibits, and you



MVTM volunteers at Manx Carpet Factory

Manx designer, Deborah
Taylor, shows volunteers
how the 12 foot carpet
loom works

Manx weaver, Corey Oprey,
and designer Deborah
Taylor, hold the punch card
and shuttle used to
manufacture the House of
Commons carpet

receive a discount on inventory items in the Gift Shop. As
a member we encourage you to take advantage of these
“perks” of membership. Now we would like to ask you to
go the step further and attend our wonderful vernissages to
meet the textile artists, mingle with other members, and be
an MVTM ambassador to your circle of relatives and
friends. You can be proud of your museum and represent
the MVTM with enthusiasm to spread the message and
drive visitors to our door! 

The MVTM is located in a National Heritage Site, is an
architectural gem inside and out,
and is constantly striving to bring the most exciting and
diverse exhibits to our community. With costs rising for
hydro, internet, maintenance, salaries, etc. we will be
increasing membership slightly starting in 2016
(individual, $30 per year, family, $50 per year and
corporate, $125 per year). Effective on June 7, 2015,
admission will go from $5 to $7 to visit the museum. For
the summer season we will be open on Sundays until mid-
September. Please bring your summer guests to the
museum! Please consider volunteering at the museum. And
please attend the wonderful events we provide as a way to
thank you for your continued support!

Volunteer Appreciation Day at the MVTM

Volunteer Coordinator Barb Dickson organized a great
event for museum volunteers on Wednesday, May 13th. We
met at the Museum at 1:30 pm and then drove to Carleton
Place to tour the Manx Carpet factory. Who knew that a
fully working textile mill was so close at hand?! The Manx
operation is very much a family affair with factories in
Montreal and Carleton Place. The small factory
manufacturers over 70,000 yards of carpeting each year.
Most of the carpeting is used in commercial airlines like
Air Canada. This company also provides the olive green
carpet for the House of Commons on Parliament Hill.

The first weaving machine that we saw uses 2336
cones of yarn, all set up by hand, to an exacting computer
generated code designed by Deborah Taylor. The twelve
foot loom clatters away under the eagle eye of technical
director James Kneen. The six foot loom is managed by
Alison Kneen and Kayla Ferguson. Susan Tollson-Kneen is
the factory administrator and quality assurance person.
Corey Oprey is a weaver, Cathy Rousseau is a picker and

inspector, Melissa Ferguson is a winder, and Beverly Kelly
is in charge of creels. The whole operation is supervised by
owner Geoffrey Kneen.

It was such a fascinating way to spend an afternoon,
and gave us all a taste of what the Rosamond factory must
have looked and sounded like in its heyday. Sincere thanks
to the staff at Manx for allowing the MVTM volunteers to
tour your factory. Barb presented Mr. Kneen with an
MVTM mug and a copy of Our Past Is Looming to express
our appreciation for a very informative factory tour.

Inspired Creations
by: The Almonte Crazy Quilters

2015 marks the 25th anniversary of the founding of the
Almonte Crazy Quilters (ACQ) which the group will
celebrate with a quilt show.

While pursuing the many facets of fibre manipulation,
ACQ is dedicated to the perpetuation of the craft of hand
quilting. As well as completing quilts, wall hangings, and
occasionally clothing, many of the ACQ’s finished quilts
have been donated to local charities to raise funds for
community projects.

Included in the show will be bed quilts, both hand
quilted and machine quilted. A display of “Mystery Quilts”
will demonstrate the impact of colour on the same pattern.
To date some members have participated in making three
different mystery quilts, so three separate displays could be
mounted.

A display of wall hangings featuring a “village” theme
will be an integral part of “Inspired Creations”, as will
“Round Robin” and “Challenge Activity” quilts and wall
hangings. Other items produced by ACQ members include
table runners, felted objects, and ornamental Japanese
balls. As many as forty bed quilts will form the nucleus of
the ACQ quilt show at the museum June 30 to July 25,
2015. The vernissage, to which all MVTM members are



Riley Miller and Sarah Gervais

A “yarn bombed” tree at Naismith School

invited, is on Saturday, July 4th from 2 to 4 pm in the
Norah Rosamond Hughes Gallery.

New Faces at the MVTM
The Museum is happy to introduce you to two new

members of our “team”: Riley Miller and Sarah Gervais.
Riley writes: “I am a grade 12 student at the Notre

Dame Catholic High School in Carleton Place. I am
currently taking a Co-operative Education Program with
the school, which means the student agrees to work with a
local business to benefit from on the job work experience. I
chose to spend my co-op experience at the Mississippi
Valley textile Museum, because of my love for history and
the appreciation I have for how local museums have a big
impact on a town, through their recollection of the past, the
education they give in the present, and their preservation
for the future.”

“The project I am
working on currently
involves a collection of
information on the
historical buildings that
played an important role
in creating the legacy of
A l m o n t e .  I  u s e
information sources from
the museum to find
information like, when
t h e  b u i l d i n g  w a s

constructed, who built it and for what reason, and what
transitions did the building endure before today. Almonte
has many historical buildings, so I have categorized the
buildings into “Industry”, which are important buildings
that fabricated a product for a populous, like our very own
“Rosamond’s No. 1 Mill” or the “Thoburn Mill”, and
“general” buildings which are buildings used by the town
and the townsfolk, including the “Almonte Old Town Hall”
and the “Almonte Old Post Office”. It is hoped this
information will be used to make a mobile app for the
Town of Almonte, so that people around the town will be
able to learn about what the historic building used to be,
the many transformations it may have gone through, and
view pictures to see what the building used to look like
when it was built or while it was living the prime of its use.

Sarah Gervais has been hired to be our 20th

Anniversary Fibrefest coordinator. 
Hello, my name is Sarah Gervais and I am the summer

student at the Mississippi Valley Textile Museum this year.
I have been hired to coordinate Fibrefest 2015 as well as
assisting with day to day operations at the museum. I just
finished my fourth year of my degree in Cultural Studies at
Trent University and in the fall I will be attending Fleming
College to do a post-graduate program in Museum
Management and Curatorship. In my spare time I love
knitting, crocheting, and baking. I am very excited for this
opportunity and I look forward to the experiences ahead.

“Yarn Bombing”
by: Gretta Bradley

Yarn bombing. It sounds mildly anarchistic. Something
you probably shouldn’t be talking about on the internet!
Certainly not in an airport. They may be listening. the only
thing dangerous about a yarn bombing, however, may be
falling off the ladder, or putting colours that clash too close
together on the object of the activity, in this case a tree on
the front lawn of the school. The Grade 6 classes at
Naismith Memorial Public School had been quietly (more
or less) crocheting away to making the world’s longest
scarf (unofficial) under the capable tutelage of Lynda
Forges and her band of helpers: Kay James, Diane
Anderson, Susan Logie and Pan Preiss.

Funding had been obtained by the MVTM and
awarded by the Young Awards, a Mississippi Mills based
organization dedicated to supporting the Arts in area
schools, allowing students to learn the basics of crocheting.

As the project was to be a celebration of Mississippi
Mills Arbor Week, students were guided by shady
character (of Millstone fame), Neil Carleton, through the
neighborhood surrounding the school, learning about a
select few, but very special, trees. They learned to
distinguish various species of oak trees by their leaves, of a
magnificent black walnut tree already towering in a
farmer’s field 100 years ago just off the road to Perth, a
tree that was home to wood ducks that had stopped traffic
as they made their way back to the river and through a
grove of Norway Maples, a memorial to the Canadian men
and women who had fallen during world conflicts. Upon
returning to the school. the official measuring of the
world’s longest scarf (unofficial) took place. Lynda had
attached each piece of student work using colorful,
crisscross chain stitching, highlighting not only the
collective effort of the activity, but each student’s work and
the natural beauty of the tree. 

Drum roll please – the official length of the world’s
longest scarf (unofficial) was 88 feet, 4 inches, not



Michael, Nancy and Matthew at the Young Awards Gala

including the pieces of work that appeared on the day of
the bombing. Lynda kindly offered to crochet them
together and place them around a branch of the tree. As no
celebration is complete without cake and juice, teachers,
Jenna White and Karen Armstrong, principal Gail Brant-
Terry joined with museum staff Michael Rikley-Lancaster,
Matthew Moxley, artists Lynda Forgues, Kay James, Diane
Anderson, Shady character, Neil Carleton, volunteer Gretta
Bradley and students on the front lawn of the school. The
next time you walk or drive by Naismith Memorial Public
School, take some time to stop and look.

Timeless Textiles
by: the Kingston Fibre Artists

From July 28 to September 5, 2015, the Kingston Fibre
Artists present “Timeless Textiles” at the Mississippi
Valley Textile Museum. This group of talented fibre artists
work with textiles in the Kingston area with the goal of
“increasing understanding and appreciation of textiles in
art”. They support one another in solving problems while
striving for creative and innovative designs and
workmanship. During the month of May the group
exhibited “Hanging by a Thread” at The Window Art
Gallery in Kingston.

And soon their wonderful multi media textile art will
grace the Norah Rosamond Hughes Gallery at the MVTM.
All MVTM members are invited to the opening reception
on Saturday, August 1st from 2 to 4 pm.

Coming Events
• April 21 to June 27, 2015 - “belated” by fibre artist

Carl Stewart. Vernissage:  Saturday, April 25, 7 – 9
PM

• May 24 – 26, 2015 - ADHS Art exhibition.
Vernissage, May 24th, 7-9 PM

• May 25 – 26, 2015 - Plaster Conservation Testing in
the NRH Gallery

• Saturday, June 6, 2015 - Fabric Flea Market at the
MVTM - 10 AM – 2 PM

• June 30 – July 25, 2015 - Almonte Crazy Quilters
exhibition. Vernissage:  Saturday, July 4th, 2-4 PM

• July 28 – September 15, 2015 - Kingston Fibre
Artists Exhibition. Vernissage:  Saturday, August 1st,
2-4 PM

• August, 2015 - Perth Classic Theatre Festival 
Matinee. A Friends of the MVTM fundraising event

• September 12 – 13, 2015 - 20th Annual Fibrefest. A
festival celebrating the fibre arts


