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President’s Reportby: Kathy Priddle
Beautiful Canadian fashions, winter

outerwear, cozy sweaters, après ski wear, door
prizes and good cheer are all waiting for you at
the Mississippi Valley Textile Museum on
November 28th. Don’t miss this one of a kind
fashion show featuring VAMOS Outdoors,
Almonte’s very own one-stop-shop for beautiful
clothing and everything to get you ready for the
outdoors!

VAMOS owner Lisa
Labonte will be on hand
to share with us her
store’s latest Canadian
fashions and outerwear.
Our fundraising event will
be the perfect spot to find
an  outfi t  for  any
Chris tmas event –
whether you need a
Christmas work party
dress or pajamas for
Christmas morning, or the gift to give Uncle
Henry.

The Norah Rosamond Hughes Gallery at
the MVTM will be transformed into a fashion
runway with beautiful botanicals supporting the
décor by Jamie, owner of our new floral shop
Acanthus. You will not want to miss out on his
spectacular creations!

Mark Friday, November 28th on your
calendar, bring a friend, have fun and support
your Museum! We are looking forward to
seeing you!

On another note, the Board of Directors
would like to take this opportunity to wish
everyone a very Merry Christmas, and may you
enjoy this time of year with your friends and
loved ones.

Curator’s Reportby: Michael Rikley-Lancaster
So much excitement for the staff of the

Mississippi Valley Textile Museum for
November and December! In November
Matthew and I have the great pleasure of
making more connections to help the growth of
our knowledge, our museum and the
community of Mississippi Mills. We will be

heading down to Lowell, Massachusetts, to visit
the American Textile History Museum with the
goal of learning about the museum’s exhibits,
collections and programming to help inspire our
museum’s growth. We will also be looking at
creating a partnership with the museum in Lowell.

What I am most looking forward to seeing at
the museum is the industrial woolen mill exhibit.
This exhibit actually walks you through a working
industrial mill. This will certainly inspire future
planning at our museum.

I am so excited about
the next exhibit that I will
be curating: “Rock & Roll +
POP” by artists Michele
Provost and Judy Dougherty
features Michele’s hand
stitched rock and roll quotes
and Judy’s multi media
interpretations of childhood
through young girls’ dresses
and comic strip imagery.
These two artists showcase

vibrant colors with a pop art flare. Judy’s work
looks at the innocence of childhood, while
Michele’s work showcases the youthful edge of
rock and roll through softened texture. This
exhibit is the uniting of childhood innocence with
youthful rebellion. Come out and enjoy the beauty
and music.

We are happy to announce that the elevator
installation is nearing completion. We just have
some final security elements to be installed and
then inspections. We plan at this time that
everything will be up and running by the end of
December, 2014.

I look forward to seeing all of you soon at the
museum.

mailto:info@mvtm.ca
http://www.mvtm.ca


Remembrance Day

Christmas in the Valley Tea Room staff:  Sheilamary,Maureen, Jeanette, Bobbie, Pat and Ann

Remembrance Dayby Matthew Moxley
In the spirit of Remembrance Day, the Mississippi Valey

Textile Museum has pulled out a special artifact from its
collection. The uniform was made for a soldier’s son from the
material from his uniform. It was worn on a ship from La,
Germany back to Canada during WWII. Come visit the
museum to see and learn more about this special artifact.

“Naked in the Kitchen”
This year’s Naked in the House/Naked in the Kitchen

shoot was held in the spring. The  upcoming show will be
held at the MVTM from November 25 to December 3, 2014,
with an exhibit opening on Tuesday, November 25 from 7
PM to 9 PM. “Naked in the Kitchen” is this year’s edition of
an annual challenge held by The Photography Matters Group
for more than nine years. The Photography Matters Group is
a collection of photographers living in and around Almonte.
Members include professionals, amateurs, film aficionados
and digital enthusiasts drawn together by a common desire to
take lots of really great pictures!

“Naked in the Kitchen” consists of 45 prints in color and
B&W. The challenge demanded creative and technical
challenges. Photographers were limited to one camera, one
lens, one location, one naked model and had only 30 minutes
and a maximum of 36 shots to compose something profound.
To make it even harder, no one had any advance information
to help pre-visualize or compose ideas. They met the model

5 minutes before the shoot.
After the demanding shoot, it is a pleasure for the

photographers to collect their work together to exhibit a wide
variety of moods, techniques, approaches and creativity. The
exhibit will feature a “People’s Choice” ballot so that the
viewing audience can express an opinion and provide
feedback to the photographers. Prints will be available for
sale and donations to the MVTM are gratefully accepted.
Don’t miss this exhibition! It is only on display for nine days,
November 25 – December 3.

Friends of the MVTM Reportby: Nancy Giardino
Whew! We have had a busy fall! Our Tea Room and

BBQ as part of Fibrefest was beyond expectations netting the
Friends over $2 600 profit. Thanks to all the Friends and their
friends for food donations and staffing the Tea Room. 

We were invited to provide a canteen for the Christmas
in the Valley Artisan’s Show on November 8 & 9. Once
again Friends and “friends of the Friends” pulled together to
raise over $700 for the Museum.

Our final event of the year will be a Christmas Tea on
Sunday, December 7th from 1 – 3 PM at the Museum. We
will sell only 60 tickets at $15 each. Plans are underway to
serve fancy sandwiches and delicious desserts along with tea
and coffee. Several local musicians will play Christmas and
seasonal music for your enjoyment. To reserve tickets call the
Museum at 613-256-3754 or Nancy at 613-461-0448.

We have worked hard this year to help out at the MVTM
in many capacities. At our  December 3rd Friends meeting we
will look at the very busy line up of events planned for 2015
to see where our energies can best be targeted. Attention



Fibrefest featured artist Frances Taylor

Quilt Show at Fibrefest

MVTM Director Carolyn Gibbsselling Lamb Race tickets atFibrefest

Fibrefest panorama at the Almonte Arena

MVTM members!! The Friends of the MVTM would love to
grow our busy and fun loving group. Why not come to the
December 3rd meeting and check us out?! 

Lamb Race Helped Celebrate 19th Annual
Fibrefestby: Michael Rikley-Lancaster

Fibrefest was held on September 13th and 14th. Every year
Fibrefest grows in popularity with a growing number of
vendors, demonstrators and audience. This year we had 90
vendors and 10 exhibits and demonstrators as well as 2 000
visitors! Our featured artist was Frances Taylor. Total
revenue for Fibrefest weekend was $23 357 and total expense
was $4 060, with a total profit of $19 297.

To celebrate the 19th Annual Fibrefest, we ended the
weekend with a Lamb Race. Hundreds of wooden lambs were
thrown over the main falls in downtown Almonte, and the
owners of the first three lambs to reach the finish line won
fabulous prizes. The lucky winners were: 1st Prize: Stan and
Connie Mills of Almonte, 2nd Prize: Nancy Giardino of
Almonte, and 3rd Prize: Karen Wright of Nepean.

The Fibrefest Committee is already working to make
things easier and more fun for visitors and vendors in 2015,
our 20th Fibrefest.

Winter Fashion Extravaganza at the MVTM
Get ready for a fabulous and fashionable winter at the

MVTM on November 28, 2014, at 7 PM. Almonte’s own
VAMOS Outdoors will showcase fashions for all occasions
from the out-of-doors to out on the town. VAMOS features
Canadian lines in clothing and footwear for both men and
women. The show will highlight their wide range of apparel
from coats and outerwear to dresses and shirts, as well as
hats, scarves and bags. Let’s not forget their fabulous après
ski wear either!   Décor for the show will feature floral
arrangements and botanicals by Acanthus – some in their
very own “sweater pots” – together with décor from the Tin
Barn Market. This not-to-be-missed event will also include
a $200 gift certificate to one lucky audience member. It will
also be your last chance to purchase tickets for the Museum’s
raffle of a gorgeous black silk shawl with peacock features by
NUNO, valued at $236.

There is a limit of 150 tickets, so don’t wait! The cost is
$25 and tickets are available from the Museum and at
VAMOS Outdoors. For more information call the MVTM at
613-256-3754.



Jon and Patti Lockhart, the Ghost Walk actors

NUNO scarf to be raffledoff on November 28th

Our very first curator, Diane Duncan

Haunted Walk and Valley Voices Halloween Concert
On Thursday, October 30th, the MVTM hosted a haunted

walk of Almonte starting at the Almonte Old Town Hall and
ending at the Museum with a spooky concert by the Valley
Voices. Actors Jon and Patti Lockhart led the procession
while telling haunting tales of days gone by. At least fifty
people enjoyed the evening, which ended with a wonderful
rendition of “Phantom of the Opera” theme song. Special
thanks to the actors and the choir for making the evening a
memorable one.

NUNO Scarf Raffle
The MVTM is raffling off one of the exquisite NUNO

scarves as a fundraiser for the Museum. The draw will be
held on November 28, 2014, at the Vamos Fashion Show.
The scarf is on display in the foyer of the Museum. It is black
with royal blue peacock feathers meshed into the fabric of the
scarf. The lucky winner of this scarf will have a treasure to
enjoy for years to come! Tickets are $5 each or three for $10
available at the MVTM admissions desk.

For the rest of November a selection of beautiful NUNO
scarves is on sale in the Gift Shop at the museum. 

Our Foundersby: Michael Rikley-Lancaster
In 1980, following the celebration of the centennial of the

Town of Almonte, Mayor Ron Pettum appointed a committee
to look into the history of the textile industry in the area with
the objective of recognizing its importance. This committee
was comprised of John Dunn, Herb Pragnell, Jack Boyes,
Jack Collie and Gerry Wheatley. Subsequently, the Town
Council established the Mississippi Valley Textile Museum.
Studies carried out in 1983-84, confirmed the Mississippi
Valley at one time was the most important wool
manufacturing area in Canada, and that Almonte mills were
the largest producers in the Valley. In 1985, incorporation
papers were filed, thus creating the MVTM as a non-profit
corporation, with the goal of preserving our heritage. A
storefront on Mill Street served as a visitor centre with our
very first curator Diane Duncan at the helm.

The Founders exhibit will honour the founders of the
museum noting some of their original research, early images
of the committee and the museum, as well as art and artifacts
that help tell the story of our founders.

Please join us on Saturday, December 13, 2014, from 2
PM to 4 PM to open this exhibit. 

2014 Staff Professional Development by: Michael Rikley-Lancaster
When asked by the Board of Directors what my staff and

I would like to do for professional development in 2014, we
said that we would like to go to the American Textile History
Museum (ATHM) in Lowell, Massachusetts. I was very
surprised when the Board raised the funds for this to happen.
We have planned our visit for the end of November and will
meet with their President and CEO, Jonathan Stevens, to
discuss the ATHM mandate, potential partnerships with the
MVTM, museum and collection insurance, membership,
fundraising, professional training and development, salaries,
museum funding and the ATHM “Friends” group.

Following that meeting we hope to meet with curatorial
staff Stephanie Hebert and Karen Herbaugh to discuss
exhibitions, travelling exhibits, building limitations, gift



“Bobbins” Gift Shop at the Palms Café

Alan Elder, NUNOguest curator

Fibrefest panorama

shop, promotional events and their virtual museum.
Educational staff Catherine Mazur and Lathy Hirbour will
inform us about educational, special, textile art, children’s
and adult’s programming as well as workshops, teacher
outreach and involvement, birthday parties and management
of rental space.

Exhibitions staff, David Unger and Diane Fagan Afleck,
and library staff, Jane Ward, Mary Yearl and Clare Sheridan,
plan to fill us in on artifact collections, artifact databases,
organization of libraries and collections, and storage
facilities. We will compare our research library to theirs.

Finally, we plan to meet with media and communications
staffer Maricia Cassidy to discuss advertizing, audience and
potential partnerships.

Matthew and I are so looking forward to seeing a
museum of this magnitude and getting some valuable
knowledge, inspiration and growth from another industrial
textile history museum. Board member Gretta Bradley is also
planning to join the trip and will bring back insights to share
with other Board members.

MVTM Partners with The Palms Café
The Palms Café and the MVTM Gift Shop have

established a partnership designed to promote each other in
the two venues.  Museum guests who spend $10 in the
Museum Gift Shop will receive a BOGO voucher for coffee
at The Palms at 78 Mill Street. Customers of The Palms will
receive a coupon for two for one admission to the MVTM. 
Also at The Palms, Bobbins Gift Shop merchandise is on sale.
Books, mugs, cards and other small items can be purchased
in the coffee shop. The Museum and The Palms hope to
promote each other in this positive and cooperative way.

“Unraveling” Japanese Textiles
On Saturday, November 22, 2 – 4 PM, Curator Alan

Elder from the Canadian Museum of History, will give a
special tour of the exhibition “Reiko Sudo + NUNO” at the
MVTM. If you have not already visited this wonderful
exhibition of Japanese textiles, this is the perfect (and last)
opportunity to see these amazing pieces while getting an in-
depth understanding of their significance and of the exhibit’s
conception and development. For those who have already
marvelled at these fabrics, this is an opportunity to learn more

about them from an expert.
Mr. Elder, who has been a curator

at the Canadian Museum of History
since 2002, curated this exhibit for the
MVTM. He has an extensive
background in arts organizations and
galleries, and his research focuses on
craft and design activities from the
early twentieth century to the present.

In developing this very special
exhibition, Elder took the architecture
of the Norah Rosamond Hughes
Gallery with its 22 columns as the

starting point for the installation. The result is classic and
stunning. Do not miss this chance to walk through this
marvelous space with the man who “dressed” the gallery and
who will share his knowledge and observations with you
about these fascinating fibres.

Admission for this event is by donation and all are
welcome. For more information call the MVTM at 613-256-
3754.

Coming Events

Saturday, November 22 - Guest Curator Alan Elder talk on
the exhibition “Reiko Sudo + NUNO” - 2 – 4 PM at the
Museum. Admission by donation.

Tuesday, November 25 – December 3, 2014 - “Naked in the
Kitchen” by The Photography Matters Group - Opening
reception, Tuesday, November 25 from 7 to 9 PM

Friday, November 28 - “Winter Fashion Extravaganza” by
VAMOS Outdoors. A fashion show fundraiser at the MVTM.
Cost: $25/ticket

Saturday, December 6 – January 15, 2015 - “Rock & Roll
+ POP”, a stitching and multi media art exhibit by - Michele
Provost and Judy Dougherty. Vernissage: 2-4 PM, on
December 6th.

Sunday, December 7 - Christmas Tea and Gift Shop Sale
presented by the Friends of the MVTM - 1 – 3 PM. Tickets
$15 (only 60 will be sold) at the MVTM and Robin’s Nest
Tea Room.



The Purlin’ J Roving Yarn - Fire Truck

Displays at Fibrefest

Sunday, December 7 – December 20 - Gift Shop Sale at the
MVTM. Beautiful gifts on sale and No GST!

Tuesday, December 9, 2014 – January 31, 2015 - “Our
Founders”, an exhibit commemorating the founding fathers
of the MVTM. Vernissage, Saturday, December 13th, 2 – 4
PM

Saturday, December 13 - Kintail Country Christmas at the
Mill of Kintail - 10 AM – 4 PM

February 28, 2015 - “Soup for Thought” fundraiser at the
MVTM. Soups from local restaurants in a handmade bowl to
take home.

March 3 – April 11, 2015 - “Hooked on Rugs”, a rug
hooking art exhibit by Lesli Zanetti and Loretta Moore.

Christmas Music, Shopping, and Tea!
The Friends of the MVTM present a Christmas Tea and

Gift Shop Sale. Please join us for an afternoon of tea and
treats, live music and a first chance to purchase gifts at the
MVTM Christmas Gift Shop Sale. We are happy to be
partnering with Robin’s Nest Tea Room, 98 Mill Street, for
this event.

Only 60 tickets will be sold at $15 each. They are
available at the museum and at Robin’s Nest Tea Room. The
event will take place on Sunday, December 7, 2014, from 1
to 3 PM. Guests are encouraged to wear their favorite hat or
fascinator (not mandatory). For more information please
contact the museum at 613-256-3754 or Nancy at 613-461-
0448.


